THE MUMMY-COVER FROM BAB EL-GASUS AT THE BOHUSLANS
MUSEUM IN UDDEVALLA

The mummy-cover kept at the Bohuslans Museum in Uddevalla was bought by Carl
Christiansson, in 1910, at premises of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo itself. This mummy-
cover belonged to an anonymous male burial originally found the Tomb of the Priests of
Amun (Bab el-Gasus), in 1891. This was the largest undisturbed tomb ever found in
Egypt, releasing 153 burials. Perhaps for this reason, in 1893, the Egyptian authorities
decided to offer a substantial part of the find to other countries, including Sweden. Objects
from this find are currently kept in Stockholm, Uppsala and Oslo. This object, however,
was sold in Cairo and, thanks to Carl Christiansson, it is one of the few objects whose
purchase is well documented.

The object itself is dated from the mid-21% Dynasty, a period that witness to economic
crisis and social turmoil. It shows an elaborate program illustrating the nightly journey of
the sun god through the netherworld. The mummy-cover would be positioned inside the
coffin, protecting the mummy. Despite a few damages (this was in fact the reason why it
was sold), the quality of the object is very good, showing a gleaming varnish coating,
intended to provide the deceased with sun light. Unfortunately, the name of the deceased
was erased in Antiquity making the identification of the original burial very difficult to
achieve. However, it is relatively safe to assume that the corresponding coffin(s) are still
kept in Cairo.

It is not uncommon to find anonymous coffins in Bab el-Gasus. This practice is normally
associated with the reuse of coffins, which strongly suggests that the actual user of the
coffin was not the men for which it was first prepared.

Translation of the main inscriptions.

Inscription 1 (proper right side)

Offering that the king gives to Osiris the foremost of the West, Uennefer, the sovereign
of the living, the great god, who is in Abydos, the great one, who rises in his atef-crown,
so that he may give invocations-offerings in bread and bear, meat and fowl, and all things
good and neat to the deceased, the servant of the god (...)

Inscription 2 (proper left side)

Offering that the king gives to Re-Horakhty-Atum, the foremost of the Great Temple,
who’s ba is in heaven, over the horizon, he illuminates the Two Lands, in the opening of
his disk, so that he allows his ba to go forth to see the Aten, to the deceased, the servant
of Amun, the king of the gods (...)



Fig. 1: Mummy-cover



Fig. 2: Mummy-cover
Headboard and upper section



Fig. 3: Mummy-cover

Central panel



Fig. 4: Mummy-cover
Lower section



Fig. 5: Mummy-cover
Footend



Fig. 6: Mummy-cover

Inscriptions



Fig. : Letter by Carl Christiansson.
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Fig. : Translation of the inscriptions provided by the Museum.
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Fig. : Photos sent by Carl Christiansson showing mummy-covers from Bab el-Gasus displayed in the Egyptian Museum
in Cairo (left) and the archaeological site (right)

Fig. : Photos of Carl Christiansson in his early years (left) and about the age when he bought the object to the Museum
(right)
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